Name: ______________                        Due: 4/30/14      

Quarter 4 – Discussion on Ecology Concepts       
Use books, videos, magazines and/or internet resources to answer the following questions. Mention resources used under each answer in MLA format.
Literal

1. What is an ecosystem? Compare biotic and abiotic factors. What are some of the examples of these factors in an ecosystem?
2. Describe with role of producers, consumers and decomposers in a food chain. Compare a food chain and a food web. 
3. What are biomes? Explain how the environment can be organized into five levels beginning with the biome of your choice.
Inferential
4. There is more interest in sustainable practices. Explain three methods that have been adopted in the state of Arizona and how they have helped the environment. Use data to show success.
5. Anthem HOA has a list of plants that can be grown in your backyard. Why is it that you are not allowed to grow plants that are not on the list.  Explain the effects of non native invasive species on ecosystems.
6. What are some of the environmental problems we are encountering? Discuss what is being done to solve these environmental problems.  
Evaluative

7. Anthem was a desert eleven years ago. Analyze both positive and negative impacts of this community on the ecosystem. 

8. ‘Organisms interact with each other’- Evaluate different types of symbiotic relationships (mutualism, commensalism, parasitism) with relationships in your life. 
9. ‘Building dams’ – Is it necessary?  How do dams affect our environment in positive and negative ways.
